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When their country retreat burned to the ground, a family raised it back up, better than ever
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When their weekend home, an 1810 farmhouse filled with heirlooms and antiques, burned to the ground six years
ago, Chip and Jean Severs refused to be defeated by their loss. Instead they turned misfortune into an opportunity
to improve on a house and a lifestyle they had grown to love. From a collection of photographs, architect Kate Johns
and builder Steve Anderson were able to replicate the Federal-period farmhouse, incorporating details like plaster
walls, restoration glass windows, raised panel doors, and a cache of old pine boards. Rather than build on the origi-
nal site, which sat only a stone’s throw off the road, Chip and Jean moved the new house to a more private location.
“It’s peaceful here,” says Jean. “We can observe wildlife from the kitchen window.” Antiques aficionados, they hit their
old haunts in the nearby town of Hudson, N.Y., as well as local auctions, to furnish the house. With four children of
their own and parents living close by, they looked for practical 18th- and 19th-century pieces with surfaces that
would only be enhanced by wear. “We're always moving tables out to the lawn or squeezing an extra person around
the table,” Jean says, “so we looked for pieces that would accommodaté a surge of guests or the intimacy of two.”
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This phetograph: Flush with natural light, a landing houvses an extra bed for daydreaming or
evemnight guests, Jean likes the dellcate designs of the painled lron frame; the life-size ceramic
dalmatian was Chip's whimsical addition, Oppaosite page. top: Soft notes of symmetry resound
thraughnut the housa. The 18th-century maple headboards give 8 dormered bedroom a sense of
grandeur. “We loved the quirkiness of the shorl canopies,” Jean says. Opposite page, bottom
While the freestanding tub with English fixtures has romantic overtones, It has hecome more a
recovery room Tor muddied and tired grandehiidren and nieces and nephews after & long day of
play. The couple prefers the natural look of stripped wainscoting, MNecked with remnanis of

yellow and white paint, just as they appreciate the variations in the salvaged pine floorboards
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